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 Curriculum Drivers in Writing 

 World Aware – Our writing curriculum works alongside our reading programme to help our pupils develop an understanding of the world they live in. We use quality texts from a range 

of authors, cultures and countries to teach, stimulate and inspire writing. Our non-fiction progression enables teachers to explore and discuss current issues while developing skills in 

different genre.  

Belonging – Our classrooms are supportive environments where all children are valued and all children are supported to achieve their best. We write for different audiences, real and 
imagined, and in so doing, develop an understanding of how to use language for effect and purpose in our writing. 

Well-being - We nurture and build the self-esteem of our pupils by ensuring that they become confident and enthusiastic writers. We are determined that every pupil will learn to write 
fluently with neat, cursive handwriting, regardless of their background, needs or abilities. We seek to ensure that all pupils will make sufficient progress to meet or exceed age-related 
expectations and use continuous assessment to identify any pupil who is falling behind.  

Spirituality – Our writing curriculum seeks to support our pupils’ spiritual, moral and emotional growth alongside their development of writing skills. We select texts that will stimulate 
discussion and support our pupils to explore big questions in the world along with aspects of awe and wonder.  

Possibilities – We set high expectations for all our pupils in writing, ensuring that as confident writers, our pupils can apply their skills and achieve across the curriculum. Our curriculum 
encourages the discussion of future possibilities in the wider world. This is reinforced by our teaching of different writing genres; by studying and developing the ability to write for 
different purposes, our pupils become familiar with writing conventions that will equip them for their futures.    

 

What we teach and why: Intent  

 Design, content and sequencing – our priorities are:  

• To deliver a high-quality, progressive curriculum so that all pupils – particularly disadvantaged, SEND and vulnerable pupils – are given the support needed to make substantial 
progress by the end of the academic year.    

• To teach a broad and ambitious curriculum in all subjects, including English, which is closely linked to our school drivers (world aware, possibilities, well-being, spirituality and 
belonging), and which challenges and engages our pupils, fostering a love of learning.   

• To create a curriculum that enriches our pupils’ education and responds to our pupils’ interests.    

• To identify gaps and establish good progress in EY, KS1 and KS2 in the essentials (phonics and spelling, reading, increasing vocabulary and writing), identifying opportunities 
across the curriculum so that pupils have diverse opportunities to write, and develop their knowledge and vocabulary.  Focus on the core skills of Reading, Writing and 
Developing Speech and Language is an established part of our school curriculum intent, as is taking a consistent approach to planning which builds on prior learning.  

• To ensure all pupils in YR make a good start in phonics and writing; this may require addressing gaps in language and gross and fine motor control.  

  

Writing is prioritised and taught every day in our schools.  Learning builds on what was taught previously and encourages pupils to read as a writer and write as a reader – keeping the 
interests of the audience in mind.  
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How it’s taught: Implementation  

  
At Aylburton and English Bicknor, we provide a rich reading environment that will support our pupils to become good writers.      

  

Daily English lesson are based on the Literacy Tree Curriculum and focus on at least one new quality text each term, with regular opportunities for short burst and more extended writing 

to apply skills and write a variety of text types.  Shared and modelled writing is used to scaffold learning, demonstrating how to ‘think like a writer’ and apply learning.  Writing stamina is 

developed and supported as pupils progress through the school, to enable them to write at increasing length.  Wherever possible and appropriate, first-hand experiences are planned 

and provided to support writing and enhance understanding of different contexts.  This is particularly important in EY/KS1 and LKS2.  Drama is integrated in teaching sequences to bring 

texts to life through direct personal experience e.g. hot-seating, role-play.    

  

Grammar and punctuation lessons are integrated into the teaching sequences, ensuring pupils are taught objectives alongside opportunities to apply them.    

  

Daily Phonics lessons in EYFS and Y1, using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised scheme, provide regular opportunities to learn new graphemes and apply these in writing.  

Spelling lessons, taught in year groups to Y2-Y6, provide small-step learning with regular practise and revisiting of objectives, using the Babcock spelling scheme.  This is reinforced 

through weekly homework to practise spelling patterns further.    

  

The school has adopted a cursive handwriting script and this is taught several times a week in every year group.  Pupils are introduced to pre-cursive writing in EY/Y1 (as appropriate) and 

cursive joins in Y2.  As pupils move through the school, opportunities to practise handwriting continue and when the class teacher feels a pupil is able to join fluently, they are 

encouraged to write in pen, usually in Y4.  

  

  
  

What we see as a result: Impact  

  

We have high expectations for all pupils, and by scaffolding learning, strive for all pupils to achieve at least ARE in writing.  Pupils are taught the knowledge and skills to be able to write 

successfully for a purpose and audience, enabling them to become more confident writers with the ability to plan, draft and edit their own work.  

  

Pupils are able to transfer their skills to cross-curricular writing, showing a consolidation of their skills and a deeper understanding of how and when to apply different aspects of grammar 

and to use vocabulary for effect.  
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